
Impact Assessment Record 

Scientific name: Ficus carica L. Common name: Fig tree 

QUESTION COMMENTS RATING CONFIDENCE 

Social    

1. Restrict human access? The species can form dense thickets in riparian areas (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). As it is a tree which 
can grow to 10m and with its ability to reproduce vegetatively significant works would be required to provide 
access to the waterway. 

H MH 

2. Reduce tourism? Unknown. 
M L 

3. Injurious to people? The leaves of the species contain triterpenoids which have been shown to cause potent and persistent irritation 
(Saeed & Sabir 2002). 
The leaves contain two furocoumarin compounds which can cause skin irritation (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 
2000). 
Anaphylaxis has been reported after the fruit of the species has been eaten (Gandolfo, Baeza & De Barrio 2001). 
Half ripe figs are reported to be poisonous (Polunin 1969). 
The species therefore has toxic properties through out the year. 

MH H 

4. Damage to cultural 
sites? 

In Europe fig trees have been reported growing naturally on walls and in the stone work of ancient towers (Lisci 
& Pacini 1994). As could have a structural effect on the building. MH H 

Abiotic    

5. Impact flow? Reported to invade and dominate riparian forests (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). 
Unknown impact on water flow. M L 

6. Impact water quality? Reported to invade and dominate riparian forests (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). 
Unknown impact on flow, being deciduous it could alter nutrient cycling and result in increased light levels 
during winter. 

M L 

7. Increase soil erosion? The fig tree is a fast growing tree (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). 
Likely to therefore be able to bind the soil to some extent and reduce the probability of large scale movement. ML M 

8. Reduce biomass? A tree to 10m Ficus carica is reported to from dense thickets replacing much of the existing vegetation (Bossard, 
Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). Therefore invasion by the fig tree would see direct replacement of biomass or 
possibly some net increase. 

ML MH 

9. Change fire regime? Unknown. 
M L 

Community Habitat    

10. Impact on composition  
(a) high value EVC 

EVC= Riparian Woodland (E); CMA= North Central; Bioreg= Murray Fans; VH CLIMATE potential. 
Reported to invade and dominate riparian forests (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). This would result in MH MH 
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major displacement of other canopy species since it is said to dominate.  

 
(b) medium value EVC 

EVC= Grassy Riverine Forest (D); CMA= North Central; Bioreg= Murray Fans; VH CLIMATE potential. 
Reported to invade and dominate riparian forests (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). This would result in 
major displacement of other canopy species since it is said to dominate. 

MH MH 

 
(c) low value EVC 

EVC= Riparian Scrub (LC); CMA= Wimmera; Bioreg= Greater Grampians; VH CLIMATE potential. 
Reported to invade and dominate riparian forests and streamside habitats (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). 
This would result in major displacement of other canopy species since it is said to dominate. 

MH MH 

11. Impact on structure? A tree to 10m Ficus carica is reported to from dense thickets excluding most of the existing flora (Bossard, 
Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). Therefore the species is capable of major displacement within all strata. H MH 

12. Effect on threatened 
flora? 

Unknown. 
MH L 

Fauna    

13. Effect on threatened 
fauna? 

Unknown. 
MH L 

14. Effect on non-
threatened fauna? 

There is no specific evidence of the species effect on fauna species. 
The species could significantly alter the habitat, potentially both structurally and in floristic composition as it is 
reported to form dense thickets excluding much of the other flora (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). Such 
habitat change would have a flow on effect the existing fauna. 

M L 

15. Benefits fauna? The fruit would likely be eaten by generalist frugivores.  
MH L 

16. Injurious to fauna? The leaves of the species contain triterpenoids which have been shown to cause potent and persistent irritation 
(Saeed & Sabir 2002). Unknown how this could effect animals in the wild. M L 

Pest Animal     

17. Food source to pests? In Europe the species is reported to be able to produce three fruit crops through out the year, in spring, over 
summer and into autumn and in winter. The fruit is eaten by foxes (Lisci & Pacini 1994).  H H 

18. Provides harbour? A tree species that can grow to 10m and is reported to form dense thickets (Bossard, Randell & Hoshovsky 2000). 
Could provide habitat for pest species, however there is no reported evidence. M L 

Agriculture    

19. Impact yield? Not reported as a weed of agriculture. 
L M 
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20. Impact quality? Not reported as a weed of agriculture. 
L M 

21. Affect land value? Not reported as a weed of agriculture. 
L M 

22. Change land use? Not reported as a weed of agriculture. 
L M 

23. Increase harvest costs? Not reported as a weed of agriculture. 
L M 

24. Disease host/vector? Can be effected by root knot nematodes, dried fruit beetle and Queensland fruit fly (NSW Agriculture 2002). 
M M 

 




